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Nebria (Orientonebria) coreica Solsky (Coleoptera, 
Carabidae) in Tochigi Prefecture, Central Japan 

Seiji MOR1TA 

1-3-28-405, Motoazabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 106 Japan 

and 

Torn SUDA 

Ota-machi 770-4, Isesaki-shi, Gunma Prefecture, 372 Japan 


Abstract Nebria {Orientonebria) coreica Solsky is recorded from Tochigi Pre¬ 
fecture, Central Japan. 


Thirty-seven years ago, Ueno (1952, p. 57) recorded Nebria ( Orientonebria) 
coreica Solsky (1875, p. 254), one of the rare carabid beetles in Japan, from Nagano 
Prefecture, Central Japan, but he put an interrogation mark for this record in view 
of the presence of several differences, mainly in the shape of pronotum, in com¬ 
parison with Harbin specimens. Since that time, this nebriine has been poorly 
recorded from Japan. 

Recently, the second author collected many specimens of this carabid at 
Watarase Yusuichi, Tochigi Prefecture, Central Japan. In this short report, we 
are going to record this carabid and to show its male genital organ. 


Nebria ( Orientonebria ) coreica Solsky 
[J apanese name: Chosen-marukubi-gomimushi] 

(Figs. 1-3) 

Specimens examined. 12 <$<$, 20 $$, Watarase Yusuichi, Fujioka-machi, To¬ 
chigi Prefecture, Central Japan, 3-V-1988, T. Suda leg. 

Male genital organ is described based on the above specimens. 

Aedeagus tubular, slender and strongly sigmoidal in basal 2/5; basal part rather 
stout with large basal orifice which is widely open and gutter-like; viewed ventrally, 
apical lobe moderately prolonged and widely rounded at the extremity; right para- 
mere much longer than the left, elongate, with both basal and apical parts strongly 
curved ventrad; left paramere short and thin. 

Judging from the configuration of aedeagus, the Tochigi specimens do not per¬ 
fectly accord with Siberian ones in having stouter aedeagus, especially at the basal 
part (according to Shilenkov’s drawing). This, however, seems to fall within the 
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Seiji Morita and Torn Suda 



Figs. 1-3. Male genitalia of Nebria ( Orientonebvia ) coreica Solsky from Tochigi Prefecture, 
left lateral view; 1, aedeagus; 2, right paramere; 3, left paramere. (Scale: 1.00 mm.) 


range of variation. 

In 1975, Shilenkov erected the subgenus Orientonebria for this species and 
included in it three other East Asian species, N. chasli Fairmaire (1886, Le Natural- 
iste, 8 , p. 223) from China, N. chinensis Bates (1872, Ent. month. Mag., 9 , p. 52) 
from China, Korea and Japan, and N. hikosana Habu 1 * (1956, Kontyu, Tokyo, 24 , p. 
170) from Kyushu, Japan. However, the male genital organ of N. coreica , especially 
the basal part of its aedeagus, shows some peculiarities and is isolated from those 
of the latter two species. 1 2) It is possible that they may be segregated in a subgenus 
of their own. Because of lack of ample material for comparative study, we prefer 
to refrain from proposing a new subgenus at the present moment. 

In closing this short report, we wish to thank Dr. Shun-Ichi Ueno of the 
National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his kind reading the original 
manuscript. 
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1) Though described by Habu from Mt. Hiko-san, Fukuoka Prefecture, West Japan, it is usually 
regarded as a subspecies of N. reflexa Bates (cf. Ueno, 1985). 

2) We have been unable to see any specimen of N. chasli. 
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Seiji Morita: Chlaenius kurosawai Kasahara 
of the Islands of Tsushima, West Japan 
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1 5, ft&Ul, StfJB, mm, 25—VII—1989, M. Ito leg. 
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